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SCOPE AND DISTRIBUTION OF PHILANTHROPIC FLOWS

AMPLIFYING SUPPORT FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

WAY FORWARD

How do foundations mobilise additional resources for sustainable development?
How do foundations engage in advocacy?
How do foundations learn to improve policy and practice?

What is the scope of private philanthropy for development?
Who funds what and where?

What can foundations, governments and providers of official development 
assistance do to make philanthropy for development more effective? 

OVERVIEW



Philanthropy remains relatively small 
compared to official development 
assistance (ODA).

ODA: USD 595.5 billion (gross 
disbursements) between 2016-19. 

Private Philanthropy : 7% of that 
level.

The total volume of philanthropy for development identified was USD 42.5 billion 
between 2016 and 2019, an annual average of USD 10.6 billion

OECD Private Philanthropy for Development survey and OECD Creditor Reporting System.

Official 
development 

assistance

USD 595.5 billion

Private 
philanthropy for 
development* 

USD 42.5 
billion

*Based on 205 philanthropic organisations
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Cross-border private philanthropy for development and ODA funders in health and education

OECD Private Philanthropy for Development survey and OECD Creditor Reporting System.

In health,
international 
philanthropy ranks 2nd

after ODA from the 
United States

In education,
philanthropy represents 
the 8th largest source of 
funding and is similar in 
size to Japan’s ODA

Despite the relatively small size of private philanthropy compared to ODA, 
foundations are key funders in some sectors, particularly health and education



The largest 10 cross-border 
funders provided 76% of all 
cross-border financing (USD 
26 billion)

The largest 10 organisations 
operating domestically 
provided 50% of all domestic 
giving identified (USD 4 
billion)

OECD Private Philanthropy for Development survey and OECD Creditor Reporting System.

The 20 largest philanthropic organisations, 2016-19

Cross-border Domestic

Most of philanthropic funds are cross-border flows and more than half come from 
the United States (USD 24.3 billion)
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116 out of 205 
foundations are based in 
developing countries

They provided USD 7.9 
billion, or 19% of total 
flows

In India, China and 
Mexico, domestic 
philanthropic financing 
surpassed cross-border 
philanthropy

OECD Private Philanthropy for Development survey and OECD Creditor Reporting System.

Allocation of funding by country, 2016-19

Cross-border Domestic

Domestic foundations in emerging countries provide substantial support locally



OECD Private Philanthropy for Development survey and OECD Creditor Reporting System.

Private philanthropy for development by region, 2016-19

Latin America & 
the Caribbean
USD 6.7 billion
16%

South Asia
USD 6.3 billion

15%

Sub-Saharan 
Africa

USD 5.5 billion
13%

East Asia & Pacific
USD 3.8 billion

9%

Middle East & North Africa
USD 1.4 billion

3%

Europe & Central Asia
USD 0.3 billion

<1%

Global/unallocated 
USD 18.5 billion

44%

Private financing to 
LAC was provided 
primarily by BBVA 
Microfinance 
Foundation and 
domestic funders in 
Mexico, Colombia 
and Brazil

Latin America and the Caribbean received the largest share of philanthropic funding 
while Sub-Saharan Africa received the largest share of cross-border philanthropy

Cross-border

Domestic
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OECD Private Philanthropy for Development survey and OECD Creditor Reporting System.

Private philanthropy for development does not prioritise the poorest countries. Most 
philanthropic flows target upper middle-income countries, while low-income 

countries receive only 13% of country-allocable funding

Funding by country income level, 2016-19

Country-
allocable 
funding

Global/ 
Unspecified 

funding

Lower middle-
income countries

USD 9.1 billion

Lower-income countries
USD 3 billion

Upper middle-
income countries

USD 9.9 billion
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Cross-border DomesticPrivate philanthropy for development by sector, 2016-19

43% of total philanthropic 
funds targeted health, and 
reproductive health

69% of total health-related 
giving provided by the Bill 
& Melinda Gates 
Foundation

Education received the 
second most financing and 
was the top sector for 
domestic philanthropy, 
with USD 4.5 billion (11%)

OECD Private Philanthropy for Development survey and OECD Creditor Reporting System.

Health was the top supported sector, representing a total of USD 18.4 billion over 
2016-19
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Health and Reproductive health Government & Civil Society

Private philanthropy for development by sector, 2016-19

Largest funders : Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, 
the Susan T. Buffet 
Foundation, and the 
Children’s Investment Fund 
Foundation

Out of 103 foundations, 64 
see gender equality as an 
objective (62%), while only 
5 of them consider gender 
equality as a primary 
objective.

OECD Private Philanthropy for Development survey and OECD Creditor Reporting System.

Health and reproductive Health Government & civil society

Gender-related giving amounted to 8% of total flows



OECD Private Philanthropy for Development organisational survey.

Endowed foundations practice responsible investing to raise 
more funds for development**

Foundations have a dedicated evaluation unit to inform their 
strategic directions *

82%

77%

53%

Foundations engage in advocacy to influence policy, social 
norms and behaviours*

Foundations are increasingly aware of their soft power
to mobilise capital, advocate and produce knowledge for development

*Based on 103 foundations that replied to the organizational survey.
**Based on 71 foundations with income from an endowment
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Negative screening

Social Impact Investment (SII)

ESG Investments

Positive screening

Number of foundations

69% of foundations derive their income from 
an endowment

77% of endowed foundation practice 
responsible investment

Objectives:
 Align assets with social goals to extend 

the financial resources devoted to 
foundations’ mission

 Demonstrate how responsible 
investments yield competitive market 
returns alongside increased social value

Foundations investment strategies for their endowment

OECD Private Philanthropy for Development organisational survey.

Based on 71 foundations with income from an endowment 
(out of 103 foundations surveyed)

Mobilising resources: Endowed foundations leverage their assets to mobilise 
responsible investments



82% of foundations engage in advocacy

Channels:
 83% of foundations engage through 

networks or collaboratives, and 71%
through grantees

 67% also use their in-house 
leadership or advocacy teams

Strategies: 
 The most frequently used strategies 

are demonstration pilots, research, 
and media outreach

 The least used strategy is grassroots 
support
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Other

Improving the enabling environment for
philanthropy

Holding policy makers accountable

Raising additional resources for a cause

Agenda setting and policy change

Changing social norms and behaviours

Number of foundations

Why foundations engage in advocacy

OECD Private Philanthropy for Development organisational survey.

Advocating: Foundations engage in advocacy to change policy and social norms

Based on 84 foundations that engage in advocacy (out of 103 foundations 
surveyed) 
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Cost-benefit analysis

Needs assessment

Intervention design

Programmatic evaluation

Monitoring & Evaluation

Reports from field visits, case studies, testimonials

Number of foundations
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Methods employed by foundations to assess their programmes and grants

OECD Private Philanthropy for Development organisational survey.

53% of foundations have 
an internal evaluation 
unit

Evaluations focus mainly 
on programme design 
and implementation 
rather than impact 
measurement and cost-
effectiveness

Never

33

4

23

1

2

4

1

Learning: Foundations use monitoring and evaluation to inform policy and practice

Based on 103 foundations that responded to the organisational survey 



OECD Private Philanthropy for Development organisational survey.

Foundations find it challenging 
to produce quality evaluations

Foundations find it 
challenging to find partners 
with aligned interests 

Foundations lack the time, resources and 
knowledge needed to advocate successfully

Foundations openly share 
programme and grant evaluations

Yet, limited internal capacities and low transparency constrain foundations’ potential

Foundations lack the capacity to 
manage an investment portfolio

60%

54%

31%

28%

50%

34%

32%

Foundations find it difficult to 
translate evaluation results into 
relevant lessons for policy makers

Foundations openly share 
information on their endowment

Internal capacities Transparency



Invest further in rigorous learning: prioritise impact evaluations for approaches that have not 
been evaluated substantially, apply high quality standards, and promote the uptake of evidence

Invest in your internal capacities, including financial skills of boards, management and staff, 
and co-ordinate with other donors to pool funds and efforts for joint learning and advocacy

Provide open data on philanthropic activities to enable better co-ordination and 
collaboration among development funders, identify funding gaps, duplication and synergies

Share open data on philanthropic assets, grants, advocacy work and evaluations to 
build trust and inform the public on foundations’ role in society

Way forward: Foundations should invest in rigorous learning, internal capacities and 
open data
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Governments ODA providers

 Establish annual reporting requirements 
to encourage greater transparency

 Strengthen the capacity of national 
statistical offices in monitoring 
philanthropic flows

 Consider removing constraints on cross-
border philanthropy (e.g. assess when a 
more equal tax treatment of domestic 
and cross-border philanthropic financing 
could be provided)

 Continue to support capacity 
development for monitoring, evaluation 
and learning

 Facilitate joint learning with 
philanthropy and develop local learning 
agendas, and openly share evaluation 
results

 Share expertise on blended finance 
strategies and monitor and evaluate their 
results

Governments and providers of official development assistance can help make 
philanthropy for development more effective
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Explore the open data at https://oecd-main.shinyapps.io/philanthropy4development/

https://oecd-main.shinyapps.io/philanthropy4development/
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Explore the open data at https://oecd-main.shinyapps.io/philanthropy4development/

https://oecd-main.shinyapps.io/philanthropy4development/
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THANK YOU

Bathylle Missika
Head of Networks, Partnerships and Gender Division
OECD Development Centre
Bathylle.MISSIKA@oecd.org
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